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or two ministers, most in his confidence, may at first'have
good intentions, but grow corrupted by time, by avarice, by
love, by ambition, and have fairer terms offered them, to
gratify their passions or interests, from one set of men than
another, till they are too far involved for a retreat; and so
be forced to take "seven spirits more wicked than them-
selves." This is a very possible case; and will not " the
last state of such men be worse than the first" ? that is to
say, will not the public, which was safe at first, grow in
danger by such proceedings as these ? And shall a faithful
subject, who foresees and trembles at Jhe consequences, be
called disaffected^ because he delivers his opinion, though
the prince declares, as he justly may, that the danger is not
owing to his administration ? Or, shall the prince himself be
blamed, when in such a juncture he puts his affairs into
other hands, with the universal applause of his people ? As
to the vote against those who should affirm the Church was
in danger, I think it likewise referred to danger from or
under the Queen's administration, (for I neither have it by
me, nor can suddenly have recourse to it;) but if it were
otherwise, I know not how it can refer to any dangers but
what were past, or at that time present; or how it could
affect the future, unless the senators were all inspired^ or at
least that majority which voted it. Neither do I see any
crime further than ill manners, to differ in opinion from
a majority of either or both Houses ; and that ill manners, I
must confess I have been often guilty of for some years past,
though I hope I never shall again.

Another topic of great use to these weekly inflamers, is
the young Pretender1 in France, to whom their whole party

1 James, Duke of Cornwall (1688-1766), known as the Chevalier de
St. George. At one time the belief was current that the wife of
James II. did not give birth to a child, and the "young Pretender"
was supposed to be a son of one Mary Grey (see note on p. 409 of
vol. v. of present edition of Swift's works). See also : et State-Amuse-
ments, Serious and Hypocritical . . . Birth of the Pretended Prince of
Wales," 1711; "Seasonable Queries relating to the Birth and Birth-
right of a Certain Person," 1714; and other pamphlets. In the Act
for the Succession to the Crown (6 Ann. c. 41), he is styled, " the Pre-
tended Prince of Wales." History afterwards called him the "Old
Pretender" to distinguish him from Charles Edward, the "bonm'e
Prince Charlie," the Young Pretender. [T. S.]